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made ineffectual; by which the labourer and manufacturer
will be at once debilitated and corrupted, and by which
the roads will be filled with thieves, and the streets with
beggars.

It appears, my lords, from the papers on the table, that
seven millions of gallons are every year distilled; and ex-
perience shows us, that the quality of the liquor is such,
that a quarter of a pint is sufficient to intoxicate the brain,
tlpon this computation, my lords, it is reasonable to believe,
that a twentieth part of the labouring hands of this nation
are detained from their proper occupations by this kind of
drunkenness; and, consequently, that a twentieth part of the
trade is every year lost, or, perhaps, a twentieth part of our
people every year hurried to the grave, or disabled from
contributing to the publick good.

These, my lords, are no doubtful facts, or conjectural cal-
culations, they are confirmed by the most incontestable evi-
dence, and established by all the demonstration of arithme-
tick; and therefore your lordships are in no danger of errour
from either ignorance or uncertainty, but must determine,
if you approve this bill, in opposition to all the powers of
conviction, and must set aside testimony and reason at the
same time.

These facts, my lords, are so plain, that the warmest
advocates for the bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by
proposing that, if it be found ineffectual, it shall be amended
in the next session. What effect this proposal may have
upon others, I know not; but for my part, I shall never
think it allowable to sport with the prosperity of the publick,
or to try experiments by which, if they fail, the lives of
thousands must be destroyed.

Such a scheme, my lords, very ill becomes those to whom
their ancestors have transmitted the illustrious character of
guardians of the people; for surely such cruelty was never
practised by the utmost wantonness of tyranny, or the most
savage rage of invasion. No man ever before conceived
the design of scattering poison for a certain period of time
among the people, only to try what havock it would make.

What will be the effects of unrestrained and licensed